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Update on Assistive Technologies
Video clip from Gareth discussing the technologies he uses for work and examinations.  Copyright Open University from “Making your teaching inclusive” project group at the Open University http://www.open.ac.uk/inclusiveteaching/  
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Survey of 455 Dyslexic students Sept-Dec 2005 
Graph showing the figures in the table below
	Knowledge of AT 
	11%

	Satisfaction with equipment 
	91%

	How often used
	95%

	How easy to use
	84%

	Satisfaction with software 
	91%

	How often used
	82%

	How easy to use
	75%

	Received training 
	46%
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Comments on Meeting or Failing to meet Expectations (Equipment)
Graph showing the figures in the table below

	Scanners
	10.70%

	Scanner issues
	-4.90%

	Recorders
	9.50%

	Recorder issues
	-9.80%

	Spell Checkers
	5.40%

	Spell Checker Issues
	-1.10%


Slide 4

Comments on Meeting or Failing to meet Expectations (Software)
Graph showing the figures in the table below

	text to speech 
	27.00%

	text to speech issues
	-9.00%

	Concept mapping
	23%

	Concept mapping issues
	-8.90%

	speech recognition
	30.00%

	speech recognition

 issues
	-20.00%

	CD Dictionary  
	13%

	CD Dictionary issues
	-7.00%

	Typing Programs
	6.00%

	Typing Programs issues
	-5%
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Training Issues
The Pie chart shown is based on the number of comments. 

	Not offered or not arranged
	62

	Offered but declined as felt competent
	108

	Offered but not taken up or postponed due to time constraints etc
	60

	Did not benefit from training
	27

	Found it beneficial to study needs
	183

	Wanted more
	18

	Too long sessions
	13
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Sample critical remarks about assistive technologies taken from a survey of 455 students in Higher Education in UK 

· c-pen - difficult to use and not very effective - hard to transfer files to

· computer

· The Minidisk was complicated – I found it very difficult and confusing to use.

· Text to speech - when it reads back it is  off putting…

· Mind mapping - can't understand it. 

· Speech out not working, Dragon not good, Omnipage unpredictable 
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Perhaps by looking at issues in more depth…

· Text to speech and text highlighting. 

· Scanning

· Alternative formats

· Trying Free Programs to test the water or for students who do not have access to the DSA. 

· Simpler training guides for Assistive Technology.  
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Voices are improving?  Same voice – different software program
Demonstration of ClaroRead Plus and TextHelp Read and Write Gold using the SAPI 5 voice Daniel reading 
“The Chislehurst cave entrance will entrance you, with Roman and Druid remains.   There you’ll  lead us with great effect, but watch it, as the compass will be affected by the red lead in the rocks. Also, particles will not diffuse in this atmosphere, it’s too diffuse. Do you think you’ll be all right?”
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Highlighting Differences? Which one suits the user best?   
Samples of the text in slide 8 with yellow highlighting in a block or word by word using TextHelp Read and Write Gold and ClaroRead Plus. 
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Scanning and OCR

· Kurzweil 3000 may maintain the documents in the best format with all elements in place. 

· TextHelp Read and Write Gold and AbbyReader may be best with PDF output.

· ClaroRead Plus with Omnipage Pro may be best with Word output. 
Slide 12

Two Alternative Formats

· PDF Accessibility Editor used to help with the flow and speech within accessible Adobe Acrobat Files e.g. Chemistry Article
· Daisy has many flavours from text or audio only to text highlighted with human or synthetic speech e.g. using EaseReader
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Free Programs

· Braille, Screen Reading, Magnification and Web Browsing – WinBraille 3.13 from Index Braille; Thunder, Lightning, WebbIE – Choice Technologies

· Daisy Book Reader - TPB  Reader

· Captioning - MAGpie 2.01 from CAST. 

· Switch Access – SAW from Ace Centre. 

· Colour changing – Colour Explorer from MicrolinkPC.
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More Free Programs

· Word Processing – OpenOffice.org 2.0

· Dictionary/Thesaurus - WordWeb 4.0

· Spellchecker in Explorer – IEspell with UK dictionary.

· Typing - Senslang Touch Typing

· Concept Mapping – Freemind

· Text to Speech in Word – Word Talk from Call Centre, Reader from Sensory Software Int. ReadPlease.com etc
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Sample from a C-pen Manual

“Transferring files Transfer files between C Pen and the PC the same way as when working with a floppy disk or a hard drive. In C Pen Viewer, find the file you want to transfer (e.g. a text file in Notes) and drag the file to a folder on your PC. When transferring files from the PC to C Pen, remember that each application, except Storage, accepts only its own kind of files. Notes, for example, may only contain text files and C Address accepts only vCard files. Other file types can be saved in Storage, see Storage, p. 98.”
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Final comments from students who gained in a positive way from the use of their technologies

“Before I received the equipment I felt that I would spend my life struggling and end up in a dead end job with no prospects.  This has made such a difference!”

“My marks from the 2nd year without programs, were around the high 50s. Once I started using mind mapping in the 3rd year, my marks increased to high 60s and 70s!”

With grateful thanks for the support received from MicrolinkPC, The Assistive Technology Group at the University of Manchester and the “Making your teaching inclusive” project group at the Open University http://www.open.ac.uk/inclusiveteaching/  

