Accessibility concern with the Virtual Classroom collaboration tool

After the virtual classroom tool is launched from the Blackboard LMS, there is a link to an accessible version of the tool:
Accessible virtual classroom link
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This accessible version of the tool is inaccessible with the JAWS screen reader.

I followed the instructions, screenshot below, to install JAVA Access Bridge and still could not get JAWS to interact with the accessible virtual classroom interface.
JAVA Access Bridge installation instructions
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JAWS can tab through the buttons and text field, but JAWS is unaware of the names of the buttons.  Also, JAWS cannot activate the buttons. Most importantly, JAWS does not have access to the message board and is not notified when posts are made.  


[bookmark: _GoBack]I included a screenshot of the accessible virtual classroom interface for reference.
Accessible virtual classroom GUI
[image: ]
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@ Launching Virtual Classroom

Virtual Classroom Loading.
Click here for an accessible version
Java Plug-in is required for the Virtual Classroom to run. Java Plug-in is required for the Virtual Classroom o run.

Ifthe Java Plug-in is not installed or there are problems loading the Virtual Classroom, downioad the Java Plug-in
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@ Launching Chat Tool

Chat Loading.

Leaving this page wil close the Chat window.

Java Plug-in is required for Chat to run. Java Plug-in should download and begin installation automatically. Download time will vary by connection speed.
Ifthe Java Plug-in is not installed or there are problems loading Chat, download the Java Plug-in

I a screenreader is being used to access the accessible Chat tool, the Java Access Bridge may need to be installed 5o that the screenreader can interact with the keyboard shortcuts and alt tags in the Chat tool.
Note that JAWS 4.5.1 and later will work with the Java Access Bridge version 1.0.3.

Click here 1o view the installation help documentation

Click here to downioad the Java Access Bridge:
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