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John Butler, M.D.
1923-1992

John was born in Grantham, England to Percival and Eileen Butler on
November 28, 1923. John was educated at Oldham Hulme Grammar
School and King Edwards High School in Birmingham, England where
he won distinctions in English, Physics, Mechanics and the Randle
Prize for Biology. John studied medicine at the University of
Birmingham and received the MB, ChB degrees in 1946. His MD Thesis
entitled, “Lung Mechanics”, was completed in 1957. He was a research
fellow in Medicine at the University of Birmingham from 1957 to 1959,
and was a Rockefeller Traveling Fellow in 1958 studying in
Philadelphia with Dr. Arthur DuBois. He returned to England as a
Senior Lecturer in Medicine at Manchester University Medical School
and Honorary Consultant Physician at the Manchester Royal
Infirmary, where he met and married Marjorie. In 1960, John was
invited by Dr. Julius Comroe to join the Cardiovascular Research
Institute at the University of California, San Francisco which was, at
that time, the premier research group in pulmonary medicine. They
moved to San Francisco and started their family.

In 1965, John was recruited to Seattle to head a newly founded
Division of Respiratory Diseases as a Professor of Medicine at the
University of Washington. He remained as Head of the Division until
1985 and continued to direct an outstanding research program
studying the pulmonary and bronchial circulations and the
interactions between the heart and the lungs. The Division grew from
one member to a faculty of 28 and a staff of 52, building an
international reputation for its strength in research and the training
of pulmonary physicians and researchers.

John was a member of seven professional societies, including the
American Thoracic Society, the American Physiological Society and
the American Heart Association. He served on editorial boards and
reviewed manuscripts for five scientific journals. He reviewed grant
proposals for the National Institutes of Health, the American Thoracic
Society, the Veterans Administration and the Washington Lung
Association. He was a major force in pulmonary research at the
University of Washington, having directed pulmonary SCOR and
Program Project Grant research teams.

John Butler was a sportsman and lover of the outdoors. He learned to
soar in 1946 while stationed in Germany and was an avid glider pilot
since that time. He enjoyed flying, downhill and cross-country skiing,
wind-surfing, hiking, and climbing in the mountains.

John Butler Endowed Lecture

The John Butler Memorial Lectureship was established at the
University of Washington School of Medicine following John's tragic
death in a glider accident in 1992. Every year, the lectureship brings a
leading pulmonary scientist to Seattle to interact with students, fellows
and faculty to recall and honor John's devotion to teaching and
research. The lectureship perpetuates the tradition of excellence in
pulmonary research in the Division John founded at the University of
Washington.

Marc Moss, MD

Marc Moss is the Roger S. Mitchell Professor of Medicine and Head of
the Division of Pulmonary Sciences and Critical Care Medicine at the
University of Colorado School of Medicine. Dr. Moss has a
longstanding interest in critical care-related research and he has held
continuous NIH funding as a Principal Investigator for over 20
consecutive years. More specifically, Dr. Moss’s research interests
include identifying new treatment modalities for patients with the
Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS), exploring the diagnosis
and treatment of neuromuscular dysfunction (including swallowing
dysfunction) in critically ill patients who require mechanical
ventilation, and studying burnout syndrome, posttraumatic stress
disorder, and wellness in healthcare professionals. He was the invited
keynote speaker at the National Academy of Medicine’s Action
Collaborative on Clinician Well-being and Resilience. Dr. Moss’
research on wellness was initially funded by the NIH and is currently
funded by the National Endowment of the Arts. He also served as the
President of the American Thoracic Society from 2017-2018.
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